An integrated approach to the patient with acute respiratory failure.
Because of the complexity of the illness and the therapies administered, careful daily review of data with all members of the health care team is necessary. This must be done with all pertinent information known and must be organized in such a way that interrelationships are given expression and not obscured. In depth discussion of all the patient's problems among the team members accompanied by a clear communication of the plan of therapy to those involved in caring for the patient will result in organized and effective treatment.